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Anyone can make cute and cuddly creatures from a handful of fluff and a barbed needle! There are

only a few books written on the subject and most of those focus on â€˜flatâ€™ needle felting on a

surface. This book is about sculptural needle feltingâ€”creating 3-D animals and figures using the

felting needle to sculpt wool. The book shows the techniques and describes how the felting needle

works with wool fiber to create felt, while explaining the differences between this art form and other

forms of felting. The reader learns how to hold the needle, what sort of materials to use, and why.

There are about 20 complete projects including various birds, bugs, four-legged animals, and

peopleâ€”each one unique and irresistible! Laurie also shows the reader ways to display their felted

creations as mobiles, ornaments, or arranged in shadow boxes.
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Needle felting is using wool fibers and shaping them to create an object like a butterfly, kitten, rabbit,

etc. The basics are wool, a barbed needle and a foam pad, though in the materials section, the

author explains in words and pictures that it can be a bit more complicated than that. For example,

the basic felting needle is "...a long, sharp, three-or five-sided barbed instrument." (Page 6) Needles

come in a variety of gauges and vary in the number of sides and locations of the barbs.After an

introduction that also discusses what to use as a foam pad and the types of wool, the book goes

into basic techniques starting on page ten. How to properly "needle," "roll the wool,""making flat

shapes," and sculpting are covered in two pages of text and numerous photographs. The



photographs, like all the ones in this book are done by Kevin Sharp, the author's husband, and are

fairly close in detail.The patterns begin on page 13 with "Bug Magnets." Patterns for "Bumble Bee"

and "Lady Bug" are used with the "Bumble Bee" result much more realistic looking. That is quickly

followed with a "Penguin & Chick "pattern, a "Butterfly Pin" one, and a "Bunny" pattern. Each of the

twenty patterns in this book ranging from a "Border Collie" (Page 74), to a "Cat" (Page 80) to a

"Giraffe" (Page 104) feature a close up large and in color picture of the finished item with detailed

step by step instructions along with numerous pictures during various stages of the construction

process. They range from the simple such as the previously mentioned "Bug Magnets" to the

complex "Mermaid" found on pages 110-117 or the "Gnome Girl" on pages 118-125.
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